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BLUE GRASS BLADE. 

ELIZA MOWRY BLIVEN 



AUTOBIOGRAPHY. 
Eliza Ma«ry Bliven was born in Oxford, Mass., August 14, 
1845. Her part nts, Daniel Mowry 4th, and Eliza Angell, were 
boUi descendants of the earliest settlers of Rhode Islands.suWlan 
tlal farmers. One was a Major, another a Captain In the Rev- 
olutionary War; one was a Judge and member of the Continental 
Congress. Daniel was the eigh h in a family of nine, and El za 
was the fourth in a family of fourteen. Daniel marrlcu-Ruth 
Faruum. and EU»a married St< phea Farnum, of another large- 
family, all of Smitbneld. It. I. Rut 1 died of cancer, Stepheu_diea 
of consumption: tht>n the w!dowtr and widow married, and the 
child of their old age was Eliza A. Mowry.TIIl she was six they 
lived on a lone farm, where she seldom had a playmate, but she 
could amuse herself; was often out In the lots with her father 
or rambling af er wild flov^.s, with her cat and the hens. ^Her 
neat. Industrious mother t«n|J|*JUT «• new and read and to be a 
good girl. J 

Neither of her parents lev er became members of any church; 
the mother was a Universalis'; the father knew the Bible from 
Genesis to Revelations, and was a capable lyceum debater.*Mln- 
Isters both orthodox and liberal, came to his home to argue on 
religion; he always took " e Opposite side; sometimes th<* ar 
gued most all night, and he could match them cn either side. 

He had been editor of three papers In Prov'deuce, R. I. for 
three years, but he was a radical reformer and opposed to all 
secret societies, fearlessly denouncing tricks and crimes alleged to 
have been committed by Free Masons, and the dark de ds of fiftieth" 
odist preacher who had betrayed and murdered a young woman. 
This brought so many enemies and loss of subscribers, that It 
almost ruined him. He was no' very successful as a farmer and 
finally sold h's place to pay debt?. His losses Increased a ten- 
dency to ln«anltv Inherited from his mother; his reason gave 
way, and he died In an Insane asylum. The mother went back 
to Rhode Island, and did housework for rela'ives and othws to 
support herself and girl, always choosing a place where EMza 
could attend a good school, for the child oft declared she was 
going to be an old ma'd and teach school. 

After two years In High School, she taugh' three years, Mie 
mother doing the housework and taking In sewing. Th< n 
health gave out; the school was given up: beth took In sewing 
for four years, when 'ihe mother died. Eliza went hick to teach- 
ing for a year; but wanted to know more, so entered the Normal 
Schorl, and graduated second In her class In 1R76; taught seven 
more years In large ungraded v'llage schools; health gave out. 
She did not believe doc or's medicine would cure nervous pros 
tratlon: she tried housework: no help there: but when out or 
doors she found she could sleep better. So she gave up all 
reading and writing: bought land, had poul ry houses built, and 
rals< d fowls, fruit and flowers for ten years. As health and 
brain power returned she became Secretary of the local W. C. 
T. U.: helped secure the Prohibitory Amendment: secured 
Phvs'ology-'eachlng In the schools of that town as the best 
method to promote fpmpernnee. and wrote regularly for one local 
newspaper, and occasionally for several others, on a variety of 
subjects, but mainly on temperance and hygiene. 

But she found ou* that temperance d'd not make much head 
way. for the W. C. T. U and other church people would prav for 
God to do the tasks which they ought to plan «oyl d.. 



themselves. She wrote a radical article against praying, and re- 
fused to have pra>iug In her Sunday .emperance meetings for 
the mill-folks. This aroused the resentment of the church 
peeple; she already had the politician! and saloon men against 
her. She- had become a Vegetarian: a Connecticut widower, 
who was a Vegetarian and Fie r inker, asked her to become his 
«iie, and she consented. The marriage ceremony was perform- 
ed by a clergyman, but the word "obey" had to be left out. 
They bought a large, substantial old fashioned farm house and 
tarn near Brooklyn, Conn., where they have lived since 1895. 
Besides her housewoi k. Bile cultlvu es many flow rs and picks 
berrtea la summer, and someimes rebuilds tumble down stone- 
walls during the winter, for out door exercise, health and clear 
brains. When teaching, she took many vacation trips to Instl- 
tu es, seasln re, mountains, Saratoga. Niagara. Centennial. Chi- 
cago, and one rammer in Europe. She has collected quite a 
Maury of books, minerals and pictures. 

When about eleven years old, while visiting some cousins, 
they told her she ought to pray before go'ng to bed. and repeated 
sev. ral orthedox Bible verses. After returning home, she tried 
to pray for three nights, but was afraid her mother would catch 
her and not like It. Finally she bluntly asked her mother, 
Why do Aunt Mary Ann's folks pray, and we don't?" How 
sharp those gray eyes looked, as she sternly asked, "What has 
Mary Ann been saying to you?" "It wasn't her; It was Josle." 
and the whole was soon told. The wise mother replied: "I be 
lleve as an old man once said, 'God don't want us alwavs telling 
him what 'o do.'" Then she repeated Unlversallst's Bible verses 
aliout "ChrUt died to save sinners. So all would be happy; 
there wasn't any hell after death." That was the first lesson In 
comparing religions. Liter, she read bocks to find out <he dif- 
ferences between rellg'ons. In Hlch School, Ftudylng Latin, 
she compared the miracles believed by tne Greeks and Rom«ns 
with the Christian's Bible miracles, and decided all miracles 
were stories. ( 

Was there a God. remained an unset led question till after S. 
D. Bllven's argummts convineed her there was neMher God nor 
future life. Once thoroughly convinced, she began to see why 
the Christians' prayers prevent the ref'rms needed, and thereby 
forestalling many kinds of beneficial lns'ructlon that might 
oth< rwlse be given in Sunday meetings. So she began urg'ng 
this Interesting beneficial kind of Sunday Schoo's In the Free- 
thought papers. Thus, a year or more In each, s^e his written 
in turn for "Torch of Reacon." of Oregon. "Ideal" of Kansas, 
"Freetheuglf Magazine'' of Chicago, "Humanltar'an Review" of 
boa Angeles Cal.. a short time for the "Blue Grass Blade", and 
now writes for "People's Press." 

But three years ago she became convinced that Freethinkers 
were such a mixed up mess of Splrl'ualists, Agnostics and Maer- 
lall-ts w'th such differences of belief, that they would never 
work together In harmony to prcmote human be' ferment; but 
mi t be growler*, denouncing the Bible and Christians. 

She wondered how many real Materialists there are that 
KNOW there Is no God nor future life: they would like to be- 
eome acquainted; they could work together to make this life 
more worth living. So she begun Materialist Association, 
which now has a happy, harmonious, earnest, wide-awake mem- 
bership of 432 men and women. 
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What Women Ought to do Instead of Church work 



Text of an Address Delivered before th e Buckeye Secular Union 
Convention, Canal Dover, Ohio, September 6, 1908. 



(By Kllza Mowry Bllven.) 

The Churches claim, as a part of church work, everything or 
n beneficial or philanthropic character that their members do. 

But whatever people do to prevent or relieve suffering and 
promote good citizenship, Justice, right, and happiness in this 
Ife is pure humanitarianlsm. not religion; and is dune by people 
outside as well as inside the churches through sympathy and 
honest desire to help others, and better the conditions around 
them. 

I do not consider that as church work. Humanitarian work 
Is right; and every man and woman should do as much of that 
as their opportunities and means permit. If you can't do great 
deeds, do the II' tie kind acts and say the little kind word* In 
your own home; 

"Like a little candle, shine — 
You in your small corner, I in mine." 

What I regard as church work is tak'ng part In prayer meet- 
ings, missionary meetings, church singing, teaching the Bible 
fallacies In 'be Sunday Schorl and home, Inducing people to 
Join the church, getting up fairs and suppers and subscrlpt'ons 
to help pay the preacher, solicit 'ne funds to build churches, etc., 
writing religious articles for publication, and any o'her means 
used to propagate their doctr'nes and win converts. 

Probably the mos f common and the most harmful of all 
church work Is In the home— mothers teaching the little ones 
lhat there Is a Ood and devil, heaven snd hell: thut -he Bible is 
the word of Ord. true and sncred, and teaching them to pray. 
Those earlv lessons, bv mother and Sundav School teacher, be- 
fore 'he child can reason end distlngu'sh truth from story, be- 
come a permanent part of the'r growing brain, and generally last 
through life. 

The little ch"d. full of vivid Imaetnatlrns. fears the devil, 
hell, and the dark, hut mother says. "Pray 'o Ood. end he will 
take care of you. and forgive evervthlng you do that Is wrong ' 
So one child is always fearful, while another w'toh cat will do 
anv thing she chooses except wha* mother will find out and 
spank her for. beenu«e she can prav and Ood will forgive her. 
Thee earlv sred-thouehts bear thHr fruit all through life. 

What ought the mothers *esch their little ones about religion? 
Nothing, except to keep them free from bel'rfs that o'hers and 
books wou'd tench to them. Tench them 'hat fairies, ghosts, 
aneels. Ood and the Bible are only stories, and teach them as 
much of nature and Its laws, snd human ahlll'les as they can 
understand; and above all. Instead of prayer and forgiveness of 
s'ns. teach them what sins really are; how each sin hurts the 
child, or psren', or home, or some one. Thus cultivate a knowl- 
edge of right and wrong, and self-control to avoid everything 
that might harm sny one. Thus humanitarianlsm will be de- 
veloped, nnd all the moral quall'les; and the growing children 
will pity unfortunates and do th's and that for others' good. 

All tho women's church -work Is helping to teach errors, 
falsehoods, wrong Incentives, and especially the praying and 
forgiveness of sins doctrine. It soothes them to feel that every- 
thing wrong Is forgiven, and they are going to glory and e'ernal 
happ'ness; and they become drifting dreamers, not seeing the 
real harm their own sins and follies have wrought; and the sins 
of others are 



calamities around them, and In their own homes also. Religion 
llnd. submissive slaves, allowing the increase of 
Immoralities, crimes. Injustice, political corruption, 
clasvclashes, and wars, because they "cast their cares on Jesus" 
aud don - learn the real causes and step them. 

But all the doings of the people for betterment !n this life — 
the common schools, sciences, industries, the newspapers, lec- 
tures, all philanthropic movements, women's clubs, and strivings 
for political improvemen's,— do educate common-sense enough 
to counteract in a great measure the religious teachings and ten- 
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are the mothers of all the men: and the men will 
wrong, and do wrong till the women gain 
'o quit believing and teaching religious 
follies; and Instead, teach from the cradle all through boyhood 
, the real humanitarian principles that underly all morality, Jus- 
Women MUST study ;he causes of 
and the results of follies, or sins, and how to 
anklnd into real humanitarian thinking, choosing 
For the betterment of all means the betterment of 
one's own environments and family and ourself; anl It promo' es 
peace, health, prosperity, wisdom and happiness. 

Women must study nature's laws and politics, to br'ng about 
the redemption of mankind from his wickedness, and to stop the 
lemptatlons that He In wait to destroy her own boys snd girls 
by and by. O! Is polities too foul, dirty, corrupt— no place for 
women? What has woman done to cleanse It? Nothing! 
xThat Is why It Is so bad. and keeps growing worse. 

Women are full half of the nation and some womin suffers 
for every wrong done by men. and the women could snd should 
stop the wrong-doing. Wherever women choose 'o go m masse 
the men respect her presence and wishes, and good order and 
decent behavior and deference to her requirements prevail. In 
depots, cars, steamboats, parks, ftirs, stores, schoo's, churches, 
nil kinds of public entertainments where there pre plenv of 
women.— there) gentlemanly conduct end e'eanliness preva'l^, 
and due regard for the women's good opinions. 

When women study all pollMcal questions w'th the same 
thoroughness as she has educa'lonal and philanthropic subjects, 
determined to find some way to stop the evils, ah-* will accom- 
plish that. But now her rellg'ons duties take all the time phe 
c<tn spare from her home duties, and she leaves 'he cleaning of 
politics and the use f her abl'IMes In promoting the betterment 
of humanity mainly for her Ood to do "when he sees lit." In 
answer to her countless hours was'ed In praying. 

Women's energies turned In those directions would rapidly 
develop their Intelligence Into abl'lty to grapple with the most 
perplexing social and political problems. Jus* as In the schools 
the girls keep up with the boys and generally advsnee hevond 
them, so that twice as many girls graduate as boys, and they 
prove fully as competent for teachers. 

You may ask why women In politics would no' become Just 
as corrupt as the men have. There are few women In 1al'« but 
many men. Why? Mother love, the welfare of the home, and 
the future of the bovs and girls, will be her ever present bal- 
ance-wheel. The girls help mother care for the smaller chil- 
dren. When they become mo'hers or teachers, the constant 
watchfulness, guiding the children to avoid dinger, to do 
right, to learn the needful, etc.. snd their own obligations to set 
to the children at aU 
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conscience, self-control, and abilities to govern, more or less, 
while the nun atut ng all kinds of associates and temptations art- 
drifting the other way; and political corruption and greed for 
weal h without work rush them h< adlong. Wom< n's trained 
qualities in the home will continue to seek the welfare and bet- 
terment of the grown up boys and girls when she t nters the po- 
litical arena. 

I do not expect that all women will become so marvelously 
Intelligent. In all societies a few are in advance of the rest, 
who recognize th< ir wisdom, learn seme of it from them, and 
follow their guiding. They will do so much more when they 
find ou that the priests and preachers are false teachers, and 
are keeping them from very much that they could learn and do 
for their own health, enjoyment and growth of thei 1- abilities. 

The Cathcllc Church will not allow any divorces. A woman 
must live with the man she marries, no ma'ter n >w bad he is, 
and If he will not support her. she has to work and support him 
and the family. 

When women give up religion, and are sure there is no God 
to do anything, and no future Hf' 1 of punishments and rewards, 
ttii y will be very alert o do themselves whatever they can to 
better conditions In this Mfc. They will get together, read 
whatever will make a question clearer, plan how t>> brine abou* 



this or tha' improvement, and vote for the men whom they can 
trust to bring about the desired ebject. An Immoral or unre- 
liable man will not be selected for any ofllce, for the women will 
pit rent his election— thus they can cleanse poll lca 

The marriage ceremony will be changed. A woman Is as 
good as a man, and ought not to have to promise to "obey" him. 
Divorce laws will be changed too. When a man misuses his 
Wife, Will not support his family, runs after other women, or gets 
drunk and is a burd(n Ins ead of a help to his family, she 
should be allowed a divorce, and should have all her children: 
they will support themselves and will be happier without a bad 
father. 

But politics and philanthropy are not the only Improvements 
to come in place of religion. For health and long life, they 
will s udy the human body and change the fashions fcr healthy 
clothing, change the food- and drinks to stop diseases, secure 
pure air all the time, and discard drug medication. 

When all church work Is discarded, then all humanitarian 
question! will have ample discus' Ion in the Sunday meetings, 
which will be full of variety to promo'o realh, happiness, and all 
sorts of 'mprovements. This the women will do In place of 

church work. 



Mental Science College 



Advanced Subjects Treated by Students in their Re:ent Grad- 
uating Exercises. 

uiy li f, McP-arlant.t 
The Blade has be. n ruooeeu d o publish the following with 
list of graduates tram tie' MenUI Scienci College a' Bryn .\la\k*. 
iVashiBgton, as indicating by the papers nad thereat a markid 
sdvaneenteat along < durational lines, li is certain hat but little 

of t e ( rthodox superstition can Bad k>4gUKnl in the inndi 0)1 
Die student- afur inju ring in o Bad preparing heir e-says upon 
the subjects th< re tr fttel The I umiiuniraUon and list are as 

follows:— »». 

Letter from Cass Reporter. 

Hryn Mawr, Washington — 

I trust you will Bnd .-pace in your valuable paper to report the 
completion if thO graduating exercises of tha Mental Science 
Coll ge. ;.i Brjm Mawr. 

The Auditorium was arttttieall) decora ed and away people 
tram British Colombia and the sound Cities were hi attendaaas. 

The College wa- rounded by Prof. Knox, and this, the ninth 
term, with about fifty s udenis in all. was most aasosiafOl — the 
rtistitution tending primarily How to Live.— How to Have Wealth 
and How to Succeed in Business. 

The exercises w< re held on Friday. 21st. Saturday, 22d. and 
Sunday, the 23d ins - ., and the papers read surely marked ait epoch 
in the lives of thinking people. 

Trusting to hear from your valuable paper, 1 am, V( ry truly. 

D. F. McFarlane, Class Reporter. 

CLASS AND EXRRCISES. 
Program: 

J. B Jakobseu— Bryn Mawr Peace 

Sake de Vrles— Bryn Mawr Happiness 

Daisy de Saffery— Bryn Mawr Woman 

M. B. Dorflinger— Bryn Mawr Grow h 

E. L. Schumacher— Bryn Mawr Magnet 

I 



A. C Stopp — Victoria, B. C Cnat on 

M. Hanson — Bryn Mawr Mother 

<! Pet r.;on — Bryn Mawr Vegetable 

J, t\ ,lon< s — Bryn Mawr Youth 

0. Stark — Olympla, Wash Art 

A. Thompson — Bryn Mawr Know Thyself 

II li. Ryan— Bryn Mawr Age 

V L McFarliai -Til achipi, California Bathing 

C. L. Mo'er -liryn Mawr Success 

(}. Dorfl agar— Brya Mam Hygiene 

It. J. Metcilfe — Brya .Mawr Evolution 

I . K. Stopp — Victoria, B. C Life 

G. Cro-sland— Bryn Mawr Psychology 

w. A Carver— Brya Mawr Go-operation 

1. M. Bro W B > ya Mawr N Plant 

N K fanwh Hryn Mawr Beauty 

<; it Ortoh— Victoria, b. c Heal h 

I. Judy- Hryn M I w r Mind 

W. Adam — Brya Mawr Intelligence 

It l». McLean -Hryn Mawr Universe 

v Moaer— Brya Mawr Continuity 

fl W. Battlsberry< Hyn Mawr Law 

O. P. Townsead — Bryn Mawr Wh<n Baby Cried 

M. Vronm— Bryn Mawr Freedom 

i). f. McFarlane- Falrbaahs, Alaska Time 

A. C. Gardner — Victoria. B. C Force 

F Hanson— Brya Mawr ftearson 

II M. Let — Kera City, California Protoplasm 

N. \. Berg— Bryn Mawr Physical Culture 

D. V. De Saffery— Hryn Mawr Mental Science 

E. L Moser— Bryn Mawr "Burro" 

L Schumacher — Bryn Mawr Truth 

S. Schumacher — Bryn Mawr Truth 

E. Mason— Bryn Mawr Telephone 

O. G. Berry— Bryn Mawr Travel 

W Schumacher — Bryn Mawr Heart 

G. M. Wilson— Victor's, B. C Bryn Mawr 

H E Collier— Bryn Mawr 
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Freethought Funeral Address 



-rave, yet Tender, bad, yet 

. ou.mng Vvoids UUertd over tr.e oier 
01 a Lo.ea WIM nuw uead. 

iu> UarrM>t It. Uoaz., 

ill lull aua conp.o.e accord who lue polio 
wi^aau uj UM ij.uue- ol f ioceUiu*eis, in 
UM MV«.U( ol ueaiu, u.ilig ia.U o luc.r uuai 
i Ug piuti, uiiuus Uin* i-u luliiia, aua In 
a UMUiUbT 111 L.iiti lo iue.r uieiual aliunde 

ui.ou oruiuuM uiai an, u is gratifying to 
uo-e ixai our va.utd contributor, .\irs. ilar- 
r.ei At, Ciosz, lias t»ltntUl.y P< rioiuitd »ucn 
sua iue«, iu..Uc SadOtT sun b., tue lacl tuai 
lie- serv.ces wire conducted ur«r the iuau 

uuau toriu ot a retaUre. 'iue following au- 

ui\ b was Widely published in Iowa papers 

Laid id. s . mots ware largely autuded. 
Many were dt eply Impressed, and others 
expressed a dcs.ie lor addit oual raticual- 
kktifl rites upon such occasions. The ser- 
ricts WfcN Conducted by Airs. Closz from 

l>< r own borne, ami, after tba elimination 
ol fanu.y nil ory Uertfroni, she has pre- 
pared tho address tor publ. cation for the 
i. ( uiade readers. It follows:— 

THE ADDRESS. 

Prfa lids: — 

l\u I u > ' in Hie drama of life has been 
mt rand into tragedy, and we art now asseur 
bled to pay a tribute to one WhO has lived 
Mining u.s lor man}, many years, 
li was the earnest wlsli of tliis woman 

thai no preacher be permitted to participate 

at this sirvice, and her request that I write 

an exposition of ber t tough te on life and 

death, and I have, as best I could, com- 
plied. 

i:m after all, what do ere hnow of this 
myaterhMM thing called death, or the equally 
Inexplicable thing called life? Death dis- 
places life as easily as the sun disperses 
0 lands, Lite slips away Oh. so Ittdd' nly 
and so silen ly. and we marvel at Its Incom- 
prehensibility, Ufa and death are the two 
mighty myateriei whiet centuries of thonghl 
bare sennit to solve. 

The Invincible touch which marks the vic- 
tim wl h death, lays upon the h.arts of In 
dividual* a blighting grief. Hut the Law 
of Nature knows not the Individual. The 
forces of the Universe transcend the triv- 
ial Intellect. The sweep of evolution com- 
prehi nds only the ultimate. 

Notwithstanding, we send our thoughts 
soaring Into the realm of the unseen, seek 
ing to sound tho solemnity of silence, but Its 
esoteric meaning escapes bo h the sage and 
the savant. \V 0 strain our eyes hoping to 



pi* res the portals of too shining empyrean, 

but us .\et u» beauties are au undiscovered 
domain. With burning brain we bend o'er 
.Nature s bock and s rain to lead iii« eter- 
nal riddle, uut within the universal scroll, 
alas.' la locked the secret key. 

Thrust here, as we are, between two il- 
Hialtahia eternities, we raise cur arms hop- 
ing lo grasp a glowing reality, but the 
sought -lor .-lib, Lance shrivels, and its glist 
entng garments crumble to ashes in our 
hands. With taluring lips we formulate 
the fearsome query: Why the past has 

been, Why I be pr.sent is, and what the se- 
cret of the future? liut the mighty cosmic 
silence vouchsafes to us no answer. 

The human unit desires eternal life, and 
the very Intensity of the d> sire has In- 
dued he- assumption that after death there 
is a colli inual, conscious personal existe nce. 
Hut while we desire eternal life, we as nat- 
arallj avoid death, «o the desire for the one 
anil the avoidance of the other gives no as- 
surance of immortall y. 

If we assume that after death we are en- 
dewed with the conscious, personal attrib- 
U e of immortality. || must be reasoned that 
we possessed the same attribute before 
birth, hut as memory returns only to In- 

fancy, the con malty of theaabaln is broken. 

So when Wi contend thai s< If (oiisciousness' 
(tho result of physical organisation plus life 
force) persists after bodily dissolution, we 
• v • ed our present realm of facts and revel 
only in the realm of speculation. 

So because of the dark Inscrutability of 
these eternities, we are slowly though pain- 
fully learning tho lesson of tiring one life at 
a time— living in the here and the now— the 
only life of which we are assured. We are 
learning the lesson of ebewrfuluess, of help- 
fulness, of happiness. The lesson of glean 
in- the little gladnesses along the way that 
grow from the gracious pHd'n^ of Life's ho- 
rizon, fcr our friends, and if there be a life 
beyond 'he - rave, the best preparation pos- 
sible to merit It Is In making a perennial 
paradise here. So— 

•We waste no time in useless dread. 
In trembling fear; 

The present lives, the past Is dead. 
And we nre here. 

Without a fear of comlnc »tght. 

We seek tho truth, we love- Ihe light." 

In our eager desire to search out our ori- 
gin nnd discover cur destlnv. we have im 
derest'mated the Importance <>f the present. 
How patiently we ponder the problem—he 
profound mvstery of death- while we care- 
lessly waive aside the more perilous 



ol uie. lei Ufa au deatn are inseparable. 
UM uiid Ueam are uiewiuoie. Uue is lu* 
eoutoui.iau. ol UM OUMT, and one u» ua.- 
uiu, anu us necessary aa tue oiuer. and 
Wuaa »a snail nave d.scovtitd wucuce we 
eawe, we snail know wuuutr we go auer 
ueudi. uui as jei we do not know 
wuttuer life or death is the grtaier good, 
lor our simple "senses cauuo. compa-s t„e 
ceaseless changes ol uiautr and ot torce, 
and our little limitations leave us only at 
ti.e oceans shore of uncertain}. 

So wftj should we wasee Line in speculat- 
ing on the wiituee and the wuithtr? Way 
revel in re rospecuou.' Why kneel in con- 
templation? '1 bought and action are needed 
now. uur work should be for this wor.d, 
our labor lor this life, our purpoae for toe 

present. 

We know that in the domain of the dead 
all distinctions disappear; yet it is daily 

de painfully apparent that in the realm 

ot this life the toilers are despo.led of their 
substance, innocence is debauched, houesty 
degraded and justice dethroned. 

We are aware that on the -urging sea of 
death the wise man and the wight, the poet 
and the philosopher, the saint and the sage 
sail together in solemn silence. But we 
are also aware that on the voyage of life 
the prisoners of fate are persecuted, the up- 
right are prosecuted and the virtuous vic- 
timized. 

We note that at the pale portal of the 
tomb the mighty monarc h surrenders his 
»cep re, tho tyrant treads the threshold 
with the teuaut, aud the prince passes with 
Hie pauper. But In the household of life 
the weak and weary and woonded are 
wronged beyond hope of repair. 

So friends, are we to learn a lesson from 
death? Then let us help to harmonize the 
inhuman! les of life. The dead has passed 
beyond the pale where human hands can 
help, but all about us is a surging, suffering 
multitude who deserve our services. 

As long as blatant ignorance abounds 
and rank injustice rules, as long as supersti 
tion survives and tyranny triumphs, as long 
as the race exalts its bu chers above Its 
benefactors —just so long should we pursue 
a practical plan of present day work, for 
supinely seeking the supernatural has sig- 
nally failed in strengthening the race. The 
fear of (lod has blighted the flower of fel 
lowshlp. and rellglon-s ritual has washed the 
ei ergles of men. 

Our relative rcallz-d t»*e unreason of self- 
lsh reverie which omitted tho sunny smile 
of hope, the welcome word of 
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hand clasp of comfort. She repudiated the 

dogmas of revealed religion, end maintam 
ed thai mental treedom on,y could euiancl 
pa e the race from the thralldom of tradi- 
tion. She ueclared that the literature and 
inventions of great men like Watt and 
Darwin and Ldisou have done more to civ- 
ilize, eunghien and transform the world 
than all .he labors of theologians through 
om the ages. 

She be lievtd that to be happy and to help 
others to be tappy were two of the essen- 
tials of life, and that the more of Joy we 
libera e the greater measure we retain; 
that a helping hand for humanity's sake is 
batter far than mission funds for Chrisfs 
sake; that a kind word is more civilizing 
than the fear of destruction; that reason is 
a be ter route to right living than the fear 
of hell; and that the countless prayers said 
in the seclusion of the sanctuary fall utterly 
to balance against the service of a willing 
worker. 

She believed in natural laws, not super 
na ural suspension of them. In scientific 
invistigation, not inspired declarations from 
a deity. In liberty and light and Justice, 
not slavery and darkness and usurpation. 
In the exercise of reason and right living, 
not In faith induced by ignorance. In the 
majesty of human wisdom, not In the revel- 
ation of dogmatic ritual. In truth accredit- 
ed by the individual, not in -.he wholesale 
accep anc<- of decreed authorities. 

She declared that the mighty universal 
balance sheet must be kept Hue, and that 
through death's processes Nature regained 
her recompense for Life— a natural, a ben- 
eficen', a beautiful transition. 

"Is rere beyond the silent night 
An endless day? 

Is death a door that leads ti light? 
I cannot say.'' 

win the spirit of our relative continue to 
live? I DO NOT KNOW. 

Will her body be resurrected? YES! 

For even as no thought can perish, neith 
er can any atom of the Universe be destroy- 
ed. So. the alkahest of Nature will reduce 
and redls rlbute her body to the elemental 
wraith of the world's substances through 
which forever the vital currents pulsate. 
Her thoughts and work remain with us, 
and the grosser elements will finally be re 
adjusted and diffuse beneficence in the 
chatter of ch'ldhood, the beauty of bursting 
bud. the note of the nightingale, the sparkle 
of the sunlight, the song of the streamlet, 
the thunder of the tempest, and the sweep 
of the spheres. 

Therefore, having reached the conclusion 
that life's corn-clous line begins with the 
cradle and Is broken at the coffin. — resting 
In this result of personal researches, our 
serpnlty 's unshaken, for who shall say that 
eternal ob'lvlon does not approximate per- 
pe ual Joy? Who shall any that everlasting 
release from mortal miseries does not out- 



class an eventless personal immortality? 
And who would not ten thousand times pre 
fer that friends should sleep the soundless, 
dreamless sleep of ceaseless ages than io 
trust their destinies to the remorseless 
Christian God and the terrors of the ortho- 
dox hell? 

Dear friends, in the presence of the migh- 
ty majesty of death we put aside all petty 
differences, for in her embrace Mother Na- 
ture receives with calm benignity the just 
and the unjust, the dogmatist and the 
doubter, tt.« professor ond the plodder, the 
laborer and the loaner. Here at the thres 
hold of the tomb terminate the troubles and 
trials of time, and at last Nature's final seal 
in equity is affixed. Here the distinctions 
of rank and riches, the strife for power and 
place, and the pride of race and religion 

The Ohio Idea 

What Can Be Accompl shed by Local Union 
Work If Rationalist. Will Only Take 
Up the Work. 

(By Lou Lawrence j 

The Ohio idea of RaUonalis ic propagaud" 
ism is probably more prominently before 
the Freethinkers of the country than any 
other proposition for the spread of anti 
religious knowledge. The idea upon which 
the plan hinges — that of local orgauiza ion 
— is the proper method for the spread of 
itiitionalistic thought. It is Nature's method 
for the exieuslve propagation of organic 
structures of every order. No great move- 
ment can ever be successful unless it es 
tabllshes Itself permanently in many local 
ities, where its principles and tenets can be 

, t in ac tve agitation and Its purposes lor 
the betterment of humanity made a matter 
of daily action. This is the method by 
which all ideas have come to dominate 
mankind, and by which they must do so in 
the future. 

The purpose of Rationalism is to supplant 
superstition in the minds and "hearta" of 
the people. To do this, it must inaugura e 
a system of entertainments, diversions and 
instructions which will appeal to the great 
mass of humanity. It must take the people 
as it finds them and win Its way by cater 
ing to their needs— social, mental, sent! 
mental, and otherwise. Those individuals 
who are strongly Intellectual may some- 
times be won by appeals in the shape of 
printed arguments; but the most Intellectual 
of the race, aa well as the most sensual, 
must eat. drink, and wear clothing; and the 
result is that they exercise their powers as 
far as possible along the lines which give 
worldly advancement In return; or, falling 
In this,, moat of them deem It expedient to 
seek to keep aa cloaely as possible in touch 



vanish forever away, and here at last Is 

pea.-e and equality a reality. 

The thorny track of time has been trav- 
ersed by the departed. The WaaryiOg 
weight of tradition's burden hua --.iVnily 
■lipped from her shoulders. The finger of 
destiny indicated the doorway of death. 

The cosmic tragedy has be.>'i consumma- 
tde. The ponderous pendulum of the ages 
setks Is equilibrium. .The penalty of life 
has been paid. 

Standing beside the bier of one who has 
bem as closely associated wit.i me as a sis- 
t<r, I am constra'ned to say that "Death is 
cruel only to those he leaves behind." 

Sweet Mother Karth, accept his charge— 
This form which we resign— 

And through thine alchemy transmute 
To other forms sublime. 

of Propaganda 

with the masses for the sake ol having their 
assistance In the mere "struggle for exist- 
ence." There are a few rare spirits to 
whom this does not apply, but such is the 
natural trend. 

The majority of mankind, however, is nor 
strongly intellectual; nor are its units dis 
posed to go far out of the easy tenor of 
their ways to get ideas; bu; they are the 
bone, the muscle, the very life-blood of so 
clety; and without a footing among tbem, 
no movement will ever be thoroughly suc- 
cessful. They may never be r.ble to give a 
reason for their faith, but the truths which 
are to benefit mankind must be made their 
faith. 

Just as the brain cannot fully control the 
health of the remainder of the body, so he 
Intellect of a nation cannot nropagate its 
conclusions very expeditiously, nor, Indeed, 
at all, unlets It adopts me hods which 
reach the physical welfare, the eniot'ons, or 
tho affections of the average Individual of 
the race. It Is useless for the brain to be 
conscious of 'he fact that the health of the 
entire man is being Impaired by the conduct 
of a sluggish liver, unless sa d brain can 
evolve a plan by which said liver can be 
Induced to exert Itself: So those individ- 
uals who rejoice in the belief that they are 
'hlnkers— who are the thinkers— which can 
be of no service to mankind until they have 
methods by which they can Induce humani- 
ty to accept and practice the result of heir 
knowledge. Then, as the renewed health 
of the body gives additional strength to 'he 
brain, so the growth of a truth among a 
people at large reacts upon Its th'nkers. and 
new effor is put forth and new truths are 
discovered. 

Between the great thinkers of the world 
and the m?>s3 of Its people, stnnds a clasa 
to whose lot It falls to educnte humanl y 
to a conception and application of the 



truths which genius has discovered. These 
are the nerves of the social body; and his 
is the function which must be played by 
those Katloualistii who wish to beuefl; 
th. ir f. llownien. 

To this end It is no suiiiclint that work- 
ers devote t h< msi Ives to the study of the 
great BUWUn and thus improve their own 
minds. They must also conuec themse.ves 
wiih the body politic in ordtr to d.recl Its 
IB0VMM Dta. Tha bruin, In a sense, directs 
tin' band; but It dots so . hrough the nerves 
Which reach the mind In i s particular lo- 
cation, and the orders givtu are to the per- 
formance of actions allied to those for 
which the hand is already fitted. Over 
and Orel the nerves lead the hand through 
the practice of certain movent' Ota un il the 
band baeonea the efficient servant of the 
Main Thus Rationalists must commence 
with tha people where they mid them, and 

ir their minds along lines allied to those 
with which they are familiar, until at last 
they will embrace the principles and prae 
Iteea/flM down by the master minds of th<> 
age. 

Tbll is what local unions will do. So- 
otatj |g familiar with the Idea of men band- 
ed together for the purpose of studying, 
teaching or practicing certain ideas and 
principles. A Froothought Society will first 
arouse the people to a knowledge of the ex- 
istence of religious ideas not in harmony 
with popularly accep ed beliefs. Though 
they rebel at first, they will gradually come 
to an aceptance of the fact as a part of the 
es nbrshed order. Then tha varied pro- 
grams of the Unions will appeal first to one 
and then to another of the on lookers. 
These will be led to Investigate; and the 
f a an ll Is patent to all who hav^ traveled the 
path to mental emancipation. 

This is the way to success that must be 
traversed by every new movement, and by 
which old associations are kept alive. What 
would the Republican National Committee 
be able ;o accomplish if the party had no 
Other organization? What headway would 
the Methodist Episcopal Church make with 
only a general conference? Klther of these 
bodies, with its hundreds of <hou<ands of 
adherents, would soon cease to be a power 
If it confined Itstlf to the work of the na- 
tional organization. Who has no" heard or 
the rapid rise of "Know Nothingism"? or of 
tie comparative Rpeed with which Wesley 
garnered the people into tho Methodls" 
fold? Both these societies grew along these 
and along these lines must the 
spread of nationalism be accom 
plishfd. A national organization for 
national business. State organizations for 
State work, and local organlza Ions for the 
education of the people. 

Barnesvllle, O 
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The Supreme 

Gods of oeltishn.js Have Aiways Impeded 
Progress and Against These Ihmkers 
Must Contend and Fight. 



(By Warren S. Dean.) 

When we reflect what small atoms we 
ure m this gna. wor.d, and how unable to 
acomplish In any great undertaking wl fr- 
om, the helping hands of othets, we realize 
how Utile our own efforts would be if 
our work arsa not placed in a true and solid 
inundation. 

No true, noble cause has ever succeeded 
wiii.ni t those who realize thai unselfish 
devotion to them, has often brought trou- 
ble and suffering, to those who will persist 
in forcing them to the front. 

Whan we think of the many who now, 
and In the put, have labored with the 
materials from mother earth in harmony 
wl h the forces of nature.' and brought 
things Useful to us in our datily Uvea, 
and then to know how some others who 
devoted to their gods of selfishness con- 
trolling many of those things us a commer- 
cial asset for their own profit and glory; 
we are impressed wi h the thought that 
there is no good that comes from human 
toil of brain or hand; but what has to 
contend with tha gods of selitshness. 

It Is quite easy for those of us who are 
willing to reason out problems that affect 
tha good of all, but it is a. >trange thing 
for us to know In this day and generation, 
there are many who hark back to ancient 
history of ignorant supers I! Ion for their 
mental guidance: blind to the hot that the 
so-called guide has been the moat curse 
to humanity. 

When I' is known that old history is 
tha spawn that has been the means of 
i ranging to this earth the moat aoeiaei 

and selfish beings: the priestcraft of super 
stl lon. and then those who call themselves 
intelligent and honest go on decade after 
decade giving their support and encouragr- 
men' to the propaganda of Ignorance In the 
reflect'ou of the socalled wisest and richest 
man In ancient history, giving himself up 
to his passions under tha eyes of his myth 
leal god, and then not only note the blight 
tha' those teachings has done to woman in 
our own day by the Mormon hierarchy, 
but the cuckoos of the same old history 
are still able to make large commercial 
gains from the greatest broaden of flcion, 

delusions, falsehood r.nd lies M>at humanity 
was ever cursed with. It may be some 
mteroti to others to know what some 
Rev. M ! sslonnrles home on leave says In 
regard to the young Turks movenunt In 
Turkey, In which Rev. Washburn says in 
part: 
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Battle of Life 

One of he most interesting features of 
the movement is the prospect of the edu- 
cation and emancipation of Moslem woman. 
The young lurks recognize the fact that 
the grea est obstacle in the way of the re- 
generation of Turkey is to be found in 
the Ignorance and soc.al degradation of 
the Moslem woman. There are Turkish 
families which are remarkable xceptiona 
to the general rule, but the ordinary Turk 
looks upon woman as an Inferior being 
devoid of morality ft to be only a slave 
or plaything. 

Why does not the Rev. Washburn give 
the cause* of the ignorance and degradation 
of Moslem women? Is it not the ancient 
teachings of the wise men by and for a 
degrading and slavish religion that is the 
real causa of such? Perhaps the Rev. 
knows full well where the fault lays, but 
one of his brotner Revs, unconsciously 
lifted the curtain In the same meeting. 

Rev. Dyer said In part: "One of 
the great evils of today was the fact 
that so few men a' tended church and those 
who did took no interest in church work." 
He said, "that In the Congregational church 
of this country there are 227,000 more 
women 'han men who take an active in- 
terest in church affairs." 

It is women who form the organizations 
and keep the church going. If men with 
strength would get together and work for 
the churches what a boon and uplift it 
would mean, cried Dyer. 

Think of it — the advocates of that 
institution, which is not only the greatest 
bllglr against mental progress, but is the 
mother of slavish minds, giving out the 
plea that it is one of the great evils for 
men not to take interest and uphold the 
greatest evil that has been invented by 
titan. But it is a bright outlook for our 
fnethought movement, when we note there 
is a remarkable exception from the gen- 
eral rule when women in our own coun- 
try has got the courage and ability to come 
out openly to help strip he shackles from 
their fellow beings' minds. 

If men of strength, as Rev. Dyer says, 
who will not 'ake Interest in church work, 
would all make an earner effort to do 
aV«l with all the superstition doctors; re- 
place them with men and women who have 
the strength to explain nature's laws, and 
tow mumanlty can make th ■ best use or 
them without myth'cal gods, fear of hell 
fire or premiums af er this life for being 
hypo-rites on earth; there would be far 
more heaven In this world «nd far less 
profit to and for the hellmakers. 

Delhi. N. Y. 
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SHALL THE BLADE LIVE OR DIE< 



Friends! The very life and existence of the Blade 
is now in your hands! 
\\C are reaching a crisis. 

To what extent is the service it may depend upon as 
•oniiug from you ? 

There is no pl8MUrC in Constantly making appeals for 
help, but far Letter than dissolution. 

We have made heroic endeavors and much personal sac- 
rifice, to place the Blade at the very top of weekly Free- 
thought publieationa in America, and if the judgment of 
many of its friends, honestly expressed, he worth anything 
as a criterion in that respect, we have succeeded in our 
efforts as indicated. 

The most pressing ami all absorbing question is how to 
continue the paper and live. We do not propose to fol- 
low the example of the lamented editor of the Freethought 
Magazine, and his estimable companion, for with health 
and comparative youth on our side, we ean readily turn 
to some other field of labor, if such an emergency arises. 

For the past three years the income of the Blade has 
fallen fully one thousand dollars a year helow its actual 
expenses. This is an enormous burden, and year by year, 
the Struggle hits heen to maintain it, to enlarge ami im- 
prove it, working, waiting and hoping for improvement in 
financial matters to the end that the Blade might be able 



to pay its way. It has never done so since it espoused 
and championed the cause of Freethought. The Blade can 
be made to pay its o\v nway, provided its friends and sub- 
scribers will hut rally to its aid. 

Recalling our oiler of some months ago, to accept a 
new subscriber at one year for fifty cents, if sent with a 
renewal, we regret to state that hut thirty-eight of such 
subscriptions were sent in and the number was insufficient 
to make the venture pay. 

From time to time we have urged the necessity of an 
increased subscription list. This alone can sav | the Blade. 
Additional subscribers docs not mean au increase in finan- 
cial obligations to those already on the list. All that is 
demanded is a little time and trouble from each at the 
proper moment. 

Let us suppose that each present subscriber to the Blade, 
during the coming week, gave three or four hours, at night, 
to the service of the Blade. Nearly every one could se- 
cure, at least, one subscriber. At the same time nothing 
has been lost but a distinct gain would ensue. Why not 
try it? v 

One plan that is suggested to the Blade, as a meaV < 
of salvation, is to incorporate the paper, and we are now 
very seriously considering the proposition. Of course ibis 
would mean a sale of its capital stock and for this an ab- 
solute dependence would be upon its friends. Let us ex- 
plain. The proposition is: 

To incorporate under the laws of Kentucky, the corpora- 
tion to be known as "The Blue Grass Blade Publishing 
Company, of Lexington, Kentucky." 

Its business to be specified as the publication of a weekly 
Freethought paper, the printing of pamphlets, periodicals 
and other literature, expressive of secular philosophy, to 
distribute the same, and to promote the happiness and 
progress of the race. 

The capital stock to be placed at $5,000, divided into 
r<00 shares, each share to l>c of the par value of $10.00. 

It- office ami place of business to be at Lexington, Ken- 
tucky. 

Every shareholder to have a voice ami vote lor cadi share 
of stock in the election of directors, the latter to elect offi- 
cers mid managers, Elections to be held once each year 

mi a specified date. Votes may be cast cither in person, by 
proxy, or by mail. 

W ithout any of the technical legal details, as are nec- 
essary in the preparation of the articles of incorporation, 
'he above will give an outline of what is proposed. Of 
course, its success will depend altogether upon the sale 

of the stock. For this we must look absolutely to Freethink- 
ers, for none of the orthodox, even as a business venture, 
would invest in such an undertaking. 

So one could expect that for the first two or three years 
the corporation would be able to declare any dividends, but 
in the course of time, with such a corporation behind the 
Blade, it could extend ami widen the sphere of its opera- 
tions, increase its circulation, and then dividends could be 
paid to the capital stockholders. If the Blade subscribers 
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and its friends approve of this plan of incorporation, then 
just as soon as fifty per cent of the stock has been sub- 
scribed, not necessarily paid up, then the incorporation can 
be effected. 

What do YOU think about it I 

Could such a plan be carried into speedy effect, then 
two important improvements in the Blade would be almost 
instantly made. The iirst of these would be an additional 
number of pages to each issue. Even with our present 
form we arc unable to publish all the manuscript lent to 
us and not infrequently do we receive complaints from 

valued contributors at the delay in the publication of their 
articles. This would give us a larger and Letter paper, 
something worth working for. 

Another improvement would be in the employment of 
assistance in the Blade oiliee, much needed. As matters 
are now conducted the Editor is compelled to edit the 
article! sent in for publication, write the headlines, design 
the form of tbe paper, read the proof, assist in making up 
tbe paper, read over and answer all the Blade correspond- 
ence, look after the sample copy list, prepare and mail the 
lessons for the students in the Correspondence School, ex- 
amine and pass upon grading ami correcting each lesson 
for each student, and otliei matters incidental to the work 
the Blade lias BStUmiil, which is a constant strain and 

means a practical eonfin tnent at the office with considera- 
ble writing to be done at his home each night. 

Besides, the many friends who have a personal acquaint- 
ance with the Editor, know that if he could find some spare 
time to enter the lecture tield, particularly, be could, In- 
coming in personal contact with people of Liberal trend, 
secure a large number of new subscribers for the paper, 
a proceeding which would be calculated t<» give greater 
value to each share of stock in the corporation and aid in 
making the Blade a gigantic success so fax as its publica- 
tion is concerned. With tbe desired assistance the Editor 
could follow out such a line of work and the cause would lie 

benefitted thereby. 

Now, friends, this statement is made to you in the hope 
of getting you interested in the salvation of the Blade. 
Something has got to bo done or wo will l»e compelled to 
give up the ship. 

The Blade wishes a flood of letters from its friends ex- 
pressive of their opinions concerning the plans here sug- 
gested. 

Each present subscriber sending in a new subscriber 
would materially aid in keeping the Blade at work. To 
publish it much longer ut such a h -avy financial loss will 
be an utter im possibility and now is the accepted time for 
its friends to do something, say something, accomplish 
something in its behalf. 

Will YOU get one new subscriber? 

Do YOU approve of the plan of incorporation ? 

Will YOU purchase any of the stock should it incor- 
porate t 

To what extent will you help ? 



When writing upon these subjects try and answer each 
"t* the questions here given. 

EVOLUTION <>K CREATION. 



There are but two essential, yet widely differing views, 

Upon the origin of natural thin::-. 

Lir-t came what might be termed the theological view, or 
that now taught by those believing in a specially creative 
deity, at whos ( . fiat all things were made, which from its 
Very nature must assume, and then strive to maintain, the 
notion that the earth, and all it contains, such as we now 
know tin m, possessed the same form and qualities, the 
same configuration, from the supposed beginning, Nothing 
could be more natural to man than this belief in the infancy 
of civilization. And yet nothing could be further removed 
from the actual truth. Under such a Indict" it was held 
thai the continent! and oceans have always been where they 
are now; that the mountains and plain- have remained al- 
ways the same J that rivers always had their present courses.' 
climate remained unchanged; plants and animals have 
ifways been identical with those now familiar to us. 

As science began to unfold the actual phenomena of the 
earth, men discovered that the coast lines of maps, the direc- 
tion and elevation of mountain chains, the very courses of 

our rivers, the soundings of every ocean, are not things pri- 
mordial ly arranged in the earth's construction, but are the 
results id' successive and complex actions Ottj a former state 
of things, making up a heginninglcss and en ItoflS chain of 
successive events. Pursuing the investigation*] the scien- 
tists discovered an interminable vista extending in each 
tion, and thus was born tbe modern vew of evolution, 
meaning a process of change an 1 development always 

making for improvement without an\ master hand to guide 

and direct. J 

Prof. II. Alleyne Nlcholsott, in an article on •' The Laws 
of Geological Action," discussing this .latter view of exist- 
ence, says : 

•Admitting, then, there is a truth at the bottom of the 
once current doctrines of catastrophisin, still it remains cer- 
tain that the history of the earth has been one of law in all 
past times, as it i- now." 

Taking this broad, open, free ami candid declaration, 
evidently the result of long observation and study, for its 
full value, we must be vividly impressed with the remark 
"all past time." This leaves no room for a beginning, and 
hence, destroys special 'creat ion. As a matter of tact, we 
arc unable to conceive of a time when there was no time, 
when time did not exist. An 1 we need* not shrink back 
affrighted at the vastneea of inch a thought. Groping our 

Way backward through the dark labyrinth of the Rges, epoch 

succeeding to epoch, and period to period, each looming 
more gigantic in its outlines and more shadowy in its 
feature^ as it rises dimly revealed, from the ini-t and vapor 
of an older' an I ever-older past. We rannot measure this 

bv centuries, These are only modern diviai ini of time. 

When we pass a certain boundary line, which after all, is 
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reached' very noun, ugures cease to convey to otu minds any 
conception of the \ras( perioda that lay behind us. The 
tew thousand yean of which we have historical evidence, 
sink into absolute insignificance betide the unnunibered 
aoont whioh unroll themselves one by one as we penetrate 
ilte dim roooaaos of the past and decipher with feeble vision 

the ponderous volumes in which the record of the earth is 
written. \ ainlj doei the strained intellect, Beak to over- 
take an ever-receding commencement, and toil to gain some 
sdeqnate grasp of an apparently endless luooeeaion. In 
time, as in .-pace, the universe uniat ever remain concealed 
from us, and of the end we can know no more than of the 
beginning! 

Hut "In the beginning god made the heavens und the 
earth," eric* the ihe<>logiau, and the human heart that 
weeps and trembles ma}' well say with Richter'i pilgrim- 

••1 will go no farther, for the spirit of man uchetb with 

this infinity. Let me lie down in the grave and hide uie 

from the pe rs e c ution of the 'In unite, for end, 1 see, there is 

none." 

It must follow, if there be no end" there can be no be- 
ginning, for what is beginning but an end '. The theolog- 
ian strives to answer this by drawing'a distinction between 
"tme" and '•eternity," a distinction that is absolutely with- 
out a difference. We measure time for human 'conven- 
ience from lolar lignt and movements, but the sun moved 
on giving both liijit and heat for unnumbered age- before 
our earth found a place in which to rotate and swirl in the 
mighty orbit Time was even 1 long before the earth came 
into existence, and the believer in special creation con- 
founds time itself with the divisions of time made by man. 

Ask the believer in special creation, if he call, to fix iu 
his mind, a line or boundary of time. lie at once reverts 
to Genesis, an I .-ays "la the beginning." But iu the be* 
yinning of what I Grant it may refer to the beginning of 
our little earth, it could UOt mean the beginning of time, 

for wherever such a believer fixes such a line or boundary 

he must think of a time being even before thai. And he 
does, fur 'he attempt! to call this eternity, in which his god 
is supposed to have exited alone. 

Once let the \ iew obtain thai there can be DO i nd and you 

have shattered the beginning. If there could be no begin- 
ning, then there 'could be no creation. If creation be de- 
stroyed we are forced to accept evolution as the only alter- 
native, and we have reasoned god out of the universe. 



WHY MURDEB HUMAN JOY I 



Dry den say- that "not heaven itself upon the peat has 

power," and SO it is thai yesterday is lixed for all time like 
some fossil in the strata of earth. 

We cannot change "i- mido the past Hut we can im- 
prove the pn -cut and so prepare for a better future. Pos- 
terity will judge U-. not by what we profeM to lie. but by 
what we actually are ami what we have actually done. 
Each day become- the material drawn from the workshop 
uf l ime. How shall we use it ( 



. person would consent to hang a gloomy picture 
upon the wall. Then why do believers in superstitious 
i i - insist upon casting shadow.- of darkness and gloom 

H] ill the mind of man; Both are extremely calculated to 
produce constant melancholia, and this is recognized as one 
of the manifestations of orthodox belief. The "bloody 
sweat" and the crown of thorns" cannot produce happi- 
ii — . thinking people cannot be happy at the very 
thought of Buffering and agony. When a believer in the 
.in oi a crucified Savior say- hi- is really happy, he 
belittles his own human nature or is possessed of a crude 
conception of happiness. v 

vionkind clamors Cor a religion of cheerfulness and joy. 
Orthodox Christianity turns over the dust of unhappy 
centuries and points to a cross with a human figure stretch- 
e I thereon in the throes of death. Tears come and go, but 
even with the enchantment that distance is said to lend to 
a given view, such a picture, such a scene can produce 
ji ii sorrow and grief, then can be no joy in pain, 
und th<' Christian who hopes and expects to tread llowery 
paths, not by his own effort, but through the Mifl'erings of 
another, would rob human life of every noble aspiration, 
ever} righteoua impulse, and leave man helpless and for- 
lorn upon the shoals of despair. 

I In late beloved [ngeraoll saw .nil realized all this, and 
:.- it passing judgment upon such a system, In declared 
that no man had a moral right to "murder the sunshine of 
a doy«" Through the chronic gloom of the centuries 
Christianity brought not a solitary ray of joy. It was 
then, ami i- now, the murderer of the sunshine of life. It. 
then, and N now, a poisonous fungi that grows best in 
, t lie dark. 

Free thought strives to put more light, more joy, more 
Ii. ppiness, more Bunshine, in all human life. It strives to 
dissipate the orthodox gloom. In its very essence, Free- 
thoughl is a part and parcel of humanity. 



SIGNS OF Til E TIMES. 
Iu an editorial announcement, the Evening News, of Los 

Angeles, make- the broad statement, that, "to the revolu- 
tion- in the scientific world at the elo.-e of the nineteenth 

nentury there ha- been added the political n nstruction 

at the opening of the twentieth, and now there is every 
i on to believe 'hat tin- thir l move in this cycle of change 
will be the remodeling of mam of the creeds which have 
n mained unchanged from generation to generation.' 1 

Coming from what, is commonly designated as the "sec- 
ular press" or better known a- the daily public press, such 
a Btatemcnl i- calculated to open the eyes of many devout 

Christian believn-, for had it originally appeared in a 

purely Froetboughl publication the outside world would 
have condemned it as a mere sssertion, a fiction, existing 
iii the mind of the writer. 

I! t what can such a statement mean? Simply this. 
It denotes that 'the time for constructive and educational 
work along the lines of a strictly Freethought sentiment, is 
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now at hand. Nay, but that very time is here. Ours the 
fault, — Olin the neglect, if we fail to take advantage of the 
splendid opportunities 'of the present. 

Further on, in the same editorial, the Evening News 
goes on to say: 

"Times are changing, and the moment has come not 
to bide our heads in the sand, ostrichdike, but to study this 
new movement in all its varied details, trace it to its source 
and ascertain, so far as human mind can analyze World 
movements, its significance' to us as individuals." 

This is followed by the announcement that Henry ( '. 
Warnack is preparing a series of articles on the subject 
which are to appear in its columns. But a few sear- ago 
and such an announcement would have meant the sudden 
death of a daily paper. It would have been boycotted out 
of existence by the orthodox believers of the community. 
Today it is regarded as a step in advance of modern jour- 
nalism, and used as an advertisement to attract attention 
to its publication. 

How times and conditions do change! The Blade is 
not familiar with the writings of Mr. Warnack. but if, as 
stated, he is and has been, a close student of evolution in 
religions, and the full truth is given, he may do sonic good 
in hastening the death of orthodox superstition. 

THE WETTSTELN PAMPHLET. 



So many friends have written us OOmmending the prop- 
osition to publish the address of President Otto Wcttstein, 
in brochure, that we feel encouraged in such an undertaking 

Read what some of the Blade friends had to say about 
it and then give us your opinion upon the advisability of 
publication: — 

DR. J. T. BOW LIS 

'"The literature of the whole world does not contain its 
equal and it will bo a monument to your (the author's) 
memory for thousands of years after your are gone." 
In a letter to the Blade/ Dr. Bowles adds — 
"By the way, Brother Wettstein's address at Canal Dover 
is a masterpiece, and it ought to be put in pamphlet form. 
Every member of the Buckeye Secular Union and Mater- 
ialist Association, and every reader of the Blade Ought to 
purchase one hundred copies for distribution." 

nun k> lucas 1 

"The publication of Wettstein's address in pamphlet 
form is a good idea. I will 'subscribe one dollar toward its 
its cost" 

W. S. 1>K.\N 

"In regard to the publication of President Otto Wett- 
stein's article, as well as the present article of Judge Lathi's, 
in pamphlet form, I think the idea an excellent one and 
ought to .be done." 

Secretary Bliven expresses tho opinion that it ought to 
bo published, but wants to know where the money is earning 
from. 

There can be no doubt concerning the great value of 
such a publication because of offering a reference to varied 



quotations from so many authors. In that address there 
were given thoughts from the master-minds of the wori I, 

an I successfully meets and disposes of all the arguments 
ever advanced by an orthodox church. 
Ten thousan 1 copies are wanted, nay, but even ■ larger 

number than that. The question is, will the members of 
the Materialist Asodation take hold and help' 

W rite to President Wcttstein, La Grange, Illinois, or 
to Secretary Bliven, Ii>\ ?•'>, Brooklyn, Corns. 

The Blade a>ks the patience of a number of contributors 
for the delay of their articles. Lack of space and an abun- 
dance of manuscript are the causes. The editor has been 
compelled to eliminate the current comment for the same 
reasons, and this will give explanation to those who have 
written on the subject. 



ONLY A ( O XT HA ST 



[he BladVl editor was turning the corner of a prominent 
thoroughfare in Lexington, recently, and observed a group 
of men in conversation, the group being OOmposed of that 
cli u of men commonly known as sports. 

"When did you get back t" 

•Last night." 

''Grab anything?" 

"Only this,— 

Tli.' last speaker, who is a professional prize-lighter. 

drew from his pocket a large roll of Uncle spin's mental 
sngltish plasters and counted off a number of the denom- 
ination of •>1<»!>, $."><), and several twenties, tens and fives, 
amid the wondering and envious gaze of those who Stood 
about him. It appeared, upon inquiry being made, that 
the proud possessor of this big bunch of currency had been 
away >.u a two-weeks' trip, during which he had taken part 
in i tin- alleged boxing bouts, and this monej eras given 
t.i him si compensation therefor. 

But a few steps away the Blade's editor net and OOU- 
Versed with a man well advanced in years, who bad figured 
prominently in the educational movements of the State. 
His life had been spent in trying to upbuild human char- 
acter and bring about some improvement. Infirmities had 
crept upon him, poverty attacked him. His boute had been 
told under the judgment of a court; he was without money 
and without means. Hunger assailed him, an I in li e face 
of what he had done he was compelled to beg money with 
which to get the price of a square meal at a near-by res- 
taurant. This was his compensation. 

1- further 'comment necessary I 

Do not these eases offer each their own argument • 

l'n m a worl Hy point of view the prize lighter ua- a 
brilliant success, the educator a rank an 1 dismal failure. 
And yet I had rather be that educator and know that I bad 
done some good in the world than be the possessor f»f iil- 
gotlcn. sordid wealth. 

What is the matter with our social system, anywa.\ ; 
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Religion and 

tviean On e and tiie Same Accoidnig to Au- 
thorized uefmit.on — C.aims in 
Mediumsmp. 

my Aiiie i<lnda«7-JUrach) 

"Aunt Allie." 
i lia\<- iic\ er Been able to understand 
how a sell 'classed 1- rec uougnt advocate 
couid tail lo KOOfBiM Ins error in up- 
holding any ol .he fallible errors of MM 
that be.oug wiih relig.ou. Vet many are 
loaili to drop lue mantle thereof and bold- 
ly stand forth opposed to what they term— 
in preference o Christianity— as religion. 

To mo weae terms are synonymous, 
oven as "Gid'' and Chr.si" are usually 
used. Now let us si-e. Webster is author- 
ity lor the delinition: 

Heiigion — "Duly io God, and "a system 
of faith and worship. 

Of Chris ianity — as "Hie religion .aught 
bp Christ." 

Of a Christian— "a disciple of Christ." 
As !• ree thinkers we uav«; no Christ" to 
ndore, worship, fo.iow; therefore, no "sys- 
tem of faith" tith«r. ii sickens me to read 
any Free : ought wviiers v » rgiug in o a trib- 
ute to religion, even though toward the 
Liuddha, for what is that but mythology, 
even though believed by another ua ion'.' 
Crucified "Saviors" have all been myths, 
hutched and patched by priests to draw the 
pence from slim purses to feast gluttony of 
various kinds upon. Cut it out: 

Now don't I url biyjk at me a slur, be- 
cause I do affirm there is no "death," and 
that tl)r« trut Ftv< t bought mind becomes — 
in continued life — the angel, why should 
not they bo the. highest in the sphere's 
eenr:l? And. I iim as godlos as any MM 
of the Hliide readi rs — and my angels are 
not tro-e who have sprouted wings Klnce 
their transition, bui are simply of the an 
polio typo hftftBUBfl %>f t|>< [r fearii ss reason 
••ind llvrs of worth. Xor hav« I come into 
this materiuUa'lc periodical te greatly nd- 
vorato spiritualistic opinion, hut since It's 
well known I nm one r,f tTiese advocates 
yet "Godless." It's but n natural con-o 
quonoe that where I go by mind's opinions 
ns na'nrally incline to expression. 

I camo to rtriko a blow for FreethOUght. 
To entreat Blade wrili'i< to omit Um claim 
that religion ha« over luid a virtue. It In* 

not, but bei euned arherever woruRped or 
revered. Bfblea have b ro n man-made and 
without DMn there's no "Ood-" of rtny na- 
ture. To rlais a man as "godlike" or of t hi- 
"Chr'st -spirit" is. In my opinion, to Inault 
his mnnhnnrl. Thomas Paine (throutrh mv 
modlumshlp. ys has sa'd: "Man la, but (Jod 
Is not," gad Paine has siid: "We have an- 
gelhood, which is the Mgheat In teUectttal 
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Christianity 

»tvail«ll»ilit IM UtM tllglHfl UM ICUlula, Ua 
jud ui eul'.u UUVM WUtMMMuOM MM luuUu^ua 

BB ><hu NgBhMi BBU ue uuo saiu: Ave 

OUV« alUaia Ol bp. lie lllc WUMM l B UUlalia IS 
Ueilae, KuUbt lllUlalea (.llUIUS Or .OUlaJ We 

£U'„ 10 eiiug-un, us none wu., enter uuge.1 
uoou HBili luey uuve uUgTOWB tuu gous. 

ftflMIIH tM uluue wrueis ouaic oi luobe 
Woai IMMM lean nop,iUi.,> to luis laee, 1 
know, to me tia^e »o sum and written, i-ew 
mums are- so outer i> opposed .o lite as to 
MOl to say: 'i Hope u ends in death." lu- 
g< it-oil, wiiom we ail — aa who are Free- 
I hOUgfl I advocates — do honor us a nnud, held 
io me hope, luougu ne hud not been con 
VlUCfcd belore his souls irausit.ou. i am as 
OOuJldeBt ilmt Ilooert G. iafWMdl has 
voicid nis repuanuuee 10 religion, through 
in. , since bis higher birth, u 1 am tnai 
i nomas Paine ha>, and that each have, as 
thai 1 write these words. 

-urn 1 u-u not infill t o \\n e laem to« 
Ulia IMUHMTi luo UlV( BUWU iloui uxj pen. 
i \>.n lioi recuu UUOU, u.enas. oil) iour 
•ftS, id. me su> Ui.ne. 1 bo line- lue Ulude 
UUM i am now u suoaciioer imd trust you 
— WrilbTI unu i\uueis— to Welcome me lor 
my g<KllM»M— ■! WmU* Mrs. iugeiso.1 is 
asking lor u tWt iloui her Oeiove-U UoUeil, 
ua ia out natural sue snouid; uor is not uut- 
BflU that she snouid not uudeisiund mat 
lesis direct are the moa ditticua Unngs to 
ootu.u lor raaSOBl 1 bu^eiii space to ex- 
l<uun; but will say tkul my own lunid seiisi- 
LlV4B«M has always led me io say: "1 am 
not a test medium." though as surprising 
teata of fttll names i.ave been obtained 
IhroilSb BM aa tnrougb any medial instru- 
ment. 1 c.:n su, this: J he logic of a por- 
tion of a talk voiced bj Ingersoll gave evi- 
dence to me 'twas he whose thoughts 1 
opened B» Upa and IPUW. Here 1 will 
leave tin tin.ugbt for tb.t li.ade readers to 
redact upon: 

Hut, U you will let in -. Air. Kditor, 1 will 
i r. luce by Mjrlng Hob - our boh" — refuted 
the I' c me that 1 i.ad r. ad aloud in a 1'ro- 
-t s i'.e 'I .'linker of Oeoembi r 17, 1>>\)'J, pur- 
poi lug 0 be by lug 1 noil, through a most 
BO od medium: nor do 1, nor did be, say 
might against the ili.struni. nt Used tot de 
eagitive jiurposis, inr:ber than that her rev 
erroca was the cause of attrac lug a do- 
oi ptlva spirit. Now proceed to read the 
words I cla m BUM from It. Q, Iugersoll. 
Aunt Allie.) 

I, Hob iugersoll, stood not by that me- 
iliutn's wide. I, as said before, would never 
Mitir tliroug tba opon di or. Why? 'TIs 
ii thai 1 my pflBCtpla rot:iin. I would 

i t us fame I giiini d— intrude where 

'god*' in still adored! Within that 



-nunc, mat mediumis ic maid lingers a 
rbVKianea whieh l stom." 

mere, Mr. kidUor, i have dared your 
ic-aeuia, win you, lo l'diect toward suint- 
uaiiam. i hud hol tnougui out ims my cou- 
.i ii.uuv.n, or 1 might have iiesi ated, but I 

i.ave- rtUUfcd lue pen even Us beeultd I 
IBIUt, lor some- good reason. The tutire 
.....e, aa apokao lmawd.«Mijr i had read 

uioud me OiaWIUraa in print, nor eiucsuoned 
u; Ulnl aa .Uiveu uowu Uj ulj eoajpuu.ou, 1 
um oruXc- enou^u io gi\e lo ue uiuuc ltud- 

. u i be jjiuiie^u opuce. ouiy my own 
poverty unu lue- 0ppoa»U0a oi so ca.ied 
apmiuausc unu a'Ca«*MMUgat puouLUlious io 
Ul) own rau eai spiri^uaiiam, u;.s ueeu cauae 
oi Ueiuy, preveiuiiig me giving many s/mi- 
UUT uliis lrom unge is. l lease note 1 do 
nol eiass u... guiues as spinta. 

A lueiied lo Luis beei*uso that several 
have- written lor my addriaa (aud to .hank 
U. O. i'enlun lor his nuouiion of .Mr. lu- 
geiaoiis Opinion ol IM oook 1 seek lo sell 
to ail ciu sea oi nalnda — Keeler'i rihori His- 
tory ol UU| li.ble— ihat of iisell makes 
plain i s origin), say that the price ia so 
nominal that if any se-ud me a dollar U il- 

iiiuu l will return two eopiaa, 1 hen give' my 
full address MM tfli < uniest woman who is 
OUt for tru h and humanity. 

» >;»*.*.> Pameli Ave, cincugo, ill. 

Cblcago, UL 



DAVE'S LETTER. 



To H,s Dear Heavenly Father. 

(Copyright applied for, l'jus, by Franklin 
11. Ileald.j 

11] Dear Havenlj Father — is it so, that 
v. a »:uni pea u diaipall of your Jesus, un- 
less we bale our 1'au.ers and mothers and 
our Brother! and .'sis ers and yea our own 
life also? lJid your Jesus hate you aud 
Mgry Christ a ml his Va brollu rs and sis- 
ten and yea liis own Ufa also? Joe says 
he did in a Bp] ritual cents. Fapu dollt 
lilamo i i i ixi and BnjTI he' wood of, two, if he 
had I.e. n Jesus, but he done now. Joe 

dont eye. her hate his tokos, but he says 

ho out bi caus he doni no w..o they are. 

ii. arai naaattrt after bis "ole mars down 

in Alilium.' he says, and his mother was 
Bold as soon us be was we< nod and he 
dont r< membe r her at all but he thinks 
the was black. Joe is y< Her hlsself. He 
blames jron with it and says you dun It 
all for the best and for your glory. He 
Boated B lot of verses from the bible to 
show ihat i was rite for you to do it. 
Is it so i: at jron dun it? I dont see how 
yOH rod • any glory by lotting thorn sell 
I pot r old blaoh woman away from her 
baby, I dont no as I would want to keep 
Joe If It.' via-, mj sun, but If I was black 
I mite, What color Is your Jesus? Mine, 
which is Haaaae, is gray. His mother was 
gray two. What color was Mary Christ? 
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blooded Jew? Why dident you nock Joe* 
brains out on the dor< post of there cabin, 
wli n he was a baby & put him out of his 
misery Instead of selling h s old black 
uiainy: dont you t' ink th< ir wood ov bMI 
more glory In It for you? How many peple 
hav you klllrd for the host. Wl h this hot 
wether in New York? I wish If you no, 
you wood let me no whieh yu wanted elect- 
ed Bryan or taft if you win. i win put a 

nickel In the hethen box everry Sunday for 
a year as ever DAVE 



DECIDEDLY UNORTHODOX. 



The Granger, published at Auburn, Neb., 
is evidently edl rd by a rationalist In 
any evi Bt, he who occupies the tripod can 
have but small sympathy with orthodox 
presumptions. The following taken from 
the Granger columns will bear witness: 

"Trus Ing in the Lord is a bit of weird 
sentiment, but win re or when It has ever 
been of practical benefit to the one trust- 
ing remains to be ascertained. Oir at 
Fairfield the Congn sal tonal church, 
va'ued at $!>.nnn, inata'ned a loss of $2.flon 
in the tornado that came tha - way on 'he 
evening of the 5th. The nnyt'st church n 
*4.onO building, was a tot.il loss, and 'he 
Christian church, a $12.ono edifice, would 
have been a total loss had the trustees 

trusted in the Lord instead of 'he Insurance 

compan'es. As it K $<! 200 awa't the ac- 
tion of the beard. Churches most general- 
ly get a large share of the wrecking When 
•ornados or electric storms stalk abroad; 
not because they are dedicated fr» the 
I.odr or because of the degn B of hollow 
mockery within 'heir walls, but because 
their heleht and emptiness Invite the storm 
king. If people had trusted in the Lord, 
or in the churches, verv many of them 
would b" no more: bu' they trusted In un - 
derground retreats, anil so many as reach- 
ed their caves are now living to tell the 
fearful tale." 



LIBERTY. 



'Tis liberty alone that skives the Sower 

Of fleeting life Its tns'cr and perfume, 
And we are weeds without it. All con- 
straint 

Except what wisdom lavs on evil men, 
Is evil: hurts the faculties, Impedes 
Their pn gress In the road of science; 
blinds 

The sj ' sight of discovery, and begets, 

In those thai suffer It, a sordid in'tul. 

Bestial, a meagre intellect, unfit 

To be the tenant of man's noble form 

— Cowper. "The Task." 
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Bound Volume of Blade. 

CINCINNATI, O— You advertised in the 
Blue Ura * Blade of Oct. 11, that you will 
si ad a bound volume o( the B. U. II. of the 
■te a eat year tor $3.50. Accordingly I en- 
enclose money order for tha amount.— 
JOHN HIBT, TUO Clinton St. 



Inquire at Post Office. 



Jacksonville. ILL.— With my renew- 
al last May I sent a ni w ubscrlbcr — E. C. 
Clark— who has not received a copy of the 
Kind-. I have a card receipt for the $2.no 
sent. Please look for the mistake, and send 
he Blade to E. C. Clark. Jacksonville, 111— 
C \\\ RUDOULL. 



DISCUSSES NEW THEORY. 

PENNSYLVANIA- Your reply to my let- 
ter of the 21st Inst, et hand. I 'hank yen 
very kindly for your interest and prompt 
anawer. By what you snv f think you do 

not fully understand mv posi ion. Without 

unneaaaaary detail i win mi rely state that 

certain natural pheno.re na lends mo to 
believe that *he earth at one time was 
a muc'' smaller body and w'thont Internal 
heat. It's bulk Is eons'antly Increased by 
showers of meteors and It's internal hca* 

developed by mturai anuses; probably Mo- 
tion caused by great pri inre in time 
the earth will have grown to he n sun. nnd 
have a family of planets depending on It 
for Mtrh* and heat. The moon, we mlcht 
say. Is It's first child. .Tnn r ter has reached 
the fir^t pha«e of n sun's condition, nnd 
Is surrounded hv a partially luminous at- 
mosphere. Ho has a family of elgM satel- 
lites. The sun Incroases In sire, heat nnd 
brlch'neos by the same accumulation of 
OUtS'dS matter nnd in time will become 
entirely gaseous. The law of cohesion will 
then have no efTect nnd It's maai will be 
dissipated Into spac<\ there to be congen'ed, 
bv Intense cold. Into nebnls er star du-t: 
to ngnin be tnken up bv growing worlds 
and suns. I feel tint the l''>era> world Is 
In need of a better explanation of the 
orlirln, development nnd dC tlnv of our 
solar system, than the nebntaf bvpnthosls. 
Astronomy nnd ceolo;'v SI taught In our 
public schools does not appeal to the chl'd's 
BUM. They want n living theory, not one 
that teaches the o->rth Is d'ltig. the moon 
Is dead and the sun burning DOt, Later I 
want to write a paper en the IBbJeet nnd 
nm anxious to know whether you know of 



wy one else advocating the «<ame theory? 
Yours fraternally.— JOSEPH KING. 



r-LATE PROPAGANDA COMMENDED. 

NEW rORK— Kind one dollar inclosed 
to send sample copies of Blade to list of 
nam I given. Iu the October 11 number 
of the Blade I t' Ink your Freethought 
Propaganda edi orlal strikes the keynote to 
the Freethought movenn nt. But Freethink- 
ers and Truth Seek< rs who have the gift 
to nake personal appeals that are able 'o 
draw out and awaken the reason In others, 
ought to remember that all who have that 
keer'feli Interest In our cause are not built 
on the mngnet'sm of their voice. There are 
som<\ or many, of us who can give thought 
fill reflection on any true, noble cause, but 
conditions are not always favorable to 
mal e per-onal nppea's, but we can do our 
11 tie that will be the mean* of helping 
the good work a'ong. But as you ask sug- 
gestions from your friends for the most un 
selfish cause In existence, will sav there Is 
noonest'on bat whnt our organization 
oiieht 'o be enlarged end extended In n 
syatenntle method. And will suggest if It 
would not be a good plan for all of us who 
are no* favored w!*h the magnetism of 
fh<~1r vote* 'o do *rbat we ean In our lines 
to give the helping hand nnd encourage- 
ment to tboae who are able and wllllne to 
go before the peop'e In the lecture field, 
to ma're th. ir p. r son"l appeals to those- 
whose minds are open to reason nnd na- 
tural laws. Tho^e who are willing to give 
the best of their lives for h'iman't-.-'s cause- 
there ought to be provided to pens'on them 
In their old nge nnd try to protect them 
as far rs possible to Banks their living davs 
on enrth a far less Mil 'han the advocates 
of priestcraft Imorance and deceit would 
like to make for them.— W. S. DEAV. 



PAYS FOR BOUND VOLUME. 

KENTl'CKY — Some time since I wrote 
you a postal, saving put me down for a 
copv of bound B. O. B. Then 1 did not 
know wkat VOUld be the cost: so now you 

will find In clot d express money order for 

*1 "0, which you say will be the prlc. 
Please send same as soon as ready and 
oblige.— LOUIB nosrn. 



WANTS I APD'S ARTICLE PUBLISHED. 



MAINE If yon publlsb I.add's history of 
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BLUE GRASS BLADE. 



cathoic Hierarchy, 1 win buy 
MAM.Y \ BMOHAM, 



a copy.— 



Give 'Em Fits. The People's Press 



ABOUT THE SCHOOL. 

ARIZONA— Will you sind me particulars 
In regard o your correspondence school 
advertised In the July August Balance.— 
I.OUISF If. HOBBY. 



BL ACE GOES TO MEXICO. 

SAX UTS PATOSI— Please send Mr. 
John Russell, of this place, a few sample 
< op'. | o. tlte ni'ie (irass Bind 0. I am down 
here with fine cattle, shipped from Beevllle- 
tatMs-W. J. STATON. 



GOT ALL HE ASKED FOR. 



NORTH CAROLINA — Please send me a 
copy of the Rlue Grass Bind". Wou'd like 
to ge- the address of Petrr Rckler. a book 
publisher In New York. H<' used to adver- 
tise In your paper. Will you klnd'y send 
me hn addnss — F. A. RCHEU.INO. 



RECORD EVERY JOY. 

Yea. It becomes a man 
To cherish memorv. where h > h*d d<i'eht; 
For kindness Is the na'ural Hrth of kind 
nrss; 

Who«e snul record- not the gr«af deb' cf Joy 
Is stamped fortfCf an Ignoble man. 

— Suphock s. 



CAN YOU ANSWER THIS?' 

If you have tha' happv faculty for sov- 
fii* prrMrat, h» n Is one for >ou to get to 
V) ii< on. 

If you an- diflclnit In that respect think 
well b< fore you a' empt It. 
Hi re II Is— 

A live squlrn I Is found clinging to one 
side of a 'reo trunk, riding from a hunter 
MM JTtrdl away, but on the opposite side 
of the trer: th«- tree trunk, if course, hid- 
ing the squirrel from "he sigh' of the man. 
The huni<r. who has ■era the squirrel dodge 
behind i he trunk and wishes to get a 
shot at th" Mttle ehap, begins to move rip- 
Idly around the tree — hn*. Iu«t as rapidly, 
the squ'rrel a'so moves around the tree 
awav from the ninn. and alwavs keeping 
the tree trunk between himself and the 
nan, so (hat UM man never can crt a sho' 
a* him Havo vou pictured the sttuat'on In 
your mind? Well then, the "puzzle ques- 
tion" Is t'ds: Does the man "go round" the 
s'uiirrel or BO*? Of course, be eoes round 
the tree, hut does he go round the squirrel? 



THF PROCLSSIONof PLANFTS 

" IL >l i CHEAT N!W tOOl It YOU 1 u 
... >,, , il,. lanh moves, ariir to tlu imlior for i 

i [i mi i if lt:ll»Hsilst true ran • i ' i . m ••t-r A >Jrns 
' KA.UI..N H. HEALS, WsUaaA, LM ANOLU. Cltfi 




That's what "THE 
iCARUCT SHADOW," 
Walter Hurl's great rad- 
ical novel, doia to the 
foices of bigotry and su- 
perstition. And the sec- 
ular press i,f the country 
Boudwl hy the church 
element. Is throwing a 
over It, too. No other 
novel of this decade has 
been so widely and so 
bitterly denounced tiy 
orthodox erltlca —which 
la sufficient p-oof that It 
la all right It has ere 
ni.il ■ iensatlon In con- 
aervnttve clrrlea and 
auaed consternation 
among the clergy. 

It la enthusiastically 
endorsed tiy leading 
Kreellhlnkers through- 

, out the world You all 

l « bow Hu t can write and In this book 

,.. la at ..la best. It Is an elegant volume 
lit to ornament the finest library, containing 
V."> paces, printed on n-nvy egg-shell paper 



bOttM In ox-blood 
Pries II 5(1. postpaid. 

BLUE CRASS BLADE. 

Lexington. Ky. 



Fine Farm for Sale 



SPLENDID CHANCE TO OVvN PAYING 
SOIL IN BUCKEYE STATE. 

Do you want a 'J is acre farm? 

Do vtu want It In Athens County. Ohio? 

Do vou want the best of soil? 

Two-Flow doubl barn, almost n« w Also 
-I \ room farm louse (good eonlitionl 
Abundance of be<t water throughout farm. 
Two wells one cistern; good out buildings. 
Kntire farm uncb r cultivation. Small 
woodland, beautiful pasturage, apples and 
pi ach< s. In center of coal field. Two 
shafts V* mile east, another going down; 
I shafts 2'£ miles nor h ano northwest, anr» 
I more going down. Coal 8 feet to 14 feet 
in vi r less than 8 feet. One quarter mile 
ic pike (n<w); 3V4 miles to county seat— 
,Viiens— S.000 Inhabitants. Junction K. A 
If .. B. & O., and H. V. R. R. In Hockln* 
Valley. Heirs are going to sell a' once 
Bring check book; you can't keep from buy 
ing Sell as low as |M per acre. 

Athens O. H. S. LARCH, M. D. 



The Wage Slave 



A 8octal.at Weekly, that advocates Indus- 
trial t'nloiilBin. 

Revolutionary io the ei.re. 

EDITED BY A FREETHINKER. 

The enemy of everything that support* th» 
existing bocIhI order. 

aample :opy 
a; The Wage Slave Box 117, Hancock, 



A. M BTlRluo, _ JtOI 



Fearless in its advocacy of 



weekly at 111 Blue Island Av« 
. Chicago, 111. 

J. B. Lenau PnbUshet 

Official paper of the Materialist Associstior 
In Canada, or Foreign Countries, fi.oo a Year 
Subscription 50 Cents a Year. 



Tomorrow Magazine 



is 1 he only publication In the world that 
deals with all human problems from th< 
impersonal Viewpoint. 

It Is published expressly f>* those wh( 
wish to see how their own cherished b« 
liefs and sacred notions appear In tha 

and Reform, 
nude, stripped of all racial bl>u and preju 
dice. 

By reading this magazine you will learr 
to draw ail your conclusions from funda 
menial principles. L e.. you will learn ti 
think correctly. 

hPEClALr-We will send three montr 
trial subscription for fifteen cents If you 
are not already a subscriber. The regu.ai 
price of To Morrow Is ten cents per copj 
or $1.(10 per year. This office may bt 
withdrawn at any time, so you bad bettei 
write NOW. 

TOMORROW PUBLISHING CO, 
Hyde Park, 



SElDS 

Buckhee'i "Full ol Life" Northern Growl 
PeihKr.nl Seeds have a reputation o( 38 year* o 
taeessslul MM growing behind them. 11 pay* l| 
plant the best. 
Seasonable Specialties:— 

BBAWI 
Earliest Red Valentine . . I3.50 Bushel 
Relugee— Extra Early . . (MB Bushel 
New Slringiess Green Pod . $3.70 Bushel 
Wardwell's Imp. Kidney Wax $4.50 Bushel 
Davis New White Wax . . Bushel 
Currie's Rust Proof Wax . U-y> Bushel 
PEAS 

Extra Early Alaska . . . $3.50 Bushel 
New Early Gradui .... to 5° Bushel 
llorsfoid's Market Garden . Ij 50 Bushel 
BuckU-e's Lightning Express $5 00 Bushel 

Lettuce. Radish, Tomato and a full line ol 
Seeds, Plants and Bullis at lowest growing prices. 

Send for complete catalogue or submit a list of 
your requirements and will quote prices. 

Buv direct from the grower— Save Money. 

Write today. Mention this paper. 

H. W. BUCKBEE 

Ml MUbssSt., sacafors Seas Fare.*. Raafard.OL 



BLUE GRASS BLADE. 



is 



Bo Sure and SubscrliM Per 

Secular Thought 

A Fortnightly Journal of Rational Criti- 
cism In Politics, 8cience »nn Religion. 

Organ of the 
CANADIAN SECULAR UNION AND THE 

TORONTO SECULAR SOCIETY. 

Fdttor • • J. Bpeooer Kills 
Published at 1S5V& Queen 8t. West. To 
routo, Canada. Terms, SI per annum, In 
advance: single copies, 10 cents. 

All communications for the Editorial de- 
partment should lie addressed — 

J, 8pencer Kills, "Secular Thought," 
18114 Queen St. West, Toronto. Can. 
All Business communications, orders for 
books, printing, etc., should he addressed- 

C M. BLLiS, Proprietor and Publisher, 
Secular Thought, 

185V& Queen St. West, 

Toronto, Can 



DIAMONDS 



Order of me and save money. I deal with 
the best cutters and largest importers 
direct: have forty years' experience; am 
an accura e judge and Analyst of these 
beautiful gems, and diagnose them In all 
their most delicate and Intrinsic characters. 
I now do not carry stock, bill bU) lb • 
goods for cash as I ree< Ire the ordi rs. thai 
obtaining best discounts. T';ls saves in- 
teres' on capital lnv<sted. r. nt a. salaries 

and the large pi r cent of loss Incidental 

to and unavoidable by all dealers, who carry 
stock. The small comnrssl >n I will charge 
you for my time, facilities and JodgOV "t 
will be trifling in comparison to the savings 
between the prices your re ail jeweler 
MUST charge you and nine, Bend DM I 
trial order. Upon receipt of ;> mis eompure 
with otners, and if OOl satisfactory, return 
and get your money. PlWWdl reinouni 
»d in la' est artistic de.-Igns at lowest prtOM. 
Full value allowed for old jewelry. 

Send for cut prices of Watches, f)la 
monds. Jewelry. Silver. Plated or Optic il 
goods, Prtt Thefjnl and Other Hadges, 
Ingersoll spoons and my f.mous tract: 
"Theism In The Crucible." free. 

OTTO WETTSTEIN 

La Grange Cook Co., III. 




THE 



Humanitarian Review 



GREATLV ENLARGED AND IMPROVED. 



BfngletCO W. Davis. Kditor and Publisher. 
No. 8.14 K. 54 St.. Li s Angilts. Cal. 



Price. $1.00 a year: single copy, 10c. 



Constructive. Concrete. 

Practical, Organized and 

Aggres vc Propagandism of 

Truth as Revealed by Modern Science. 

The Review labors fur the emancipation 

of the human mind from the debasing 
thralldom of Super-it It > n Bupernetttrellsm 
Rod Mysticism, and for the upbuilding of an 
mi lightened ehico -scientific life. it is 

radical without being rebM and alms to 
rcfu'e the errors of m> n by reason rather 
than ridicule or acrimonious deputation. 
It stands for Virtue. Ml ratify and Nobll'y 
of Character as the le-st safeguards for 
this life and D fOparatlOB for any possible 
fu'ure life. 

Send five 2-crnt Stamp! for Sample Copv. 



Silk Dresses Givcn f Away 

An epport unity if a life time for women 
who love griod clo Iks. 

fffgh Schrol girls i. -in ebtaln their grad- 
ua Ion dr net Without COBt; working girls 

and married worn* n may eeeure Rao fail 
or summe* dieffvs 

Large list of patteroi to select from. 
Bom fide offer — no fraud, no grafting or 
disagreeable iatlet t" perform. 

For fu:i particulars s-nd name, address and 
a two-cent tiye stamp to 

ED. S. 5HEAQREEN 

247 Hennepin Ave. 
MINNEAPOI 'S, MINNESOTA. 



SEND 10c FOR SAMPLE. 

OK 

Heald's Religious Stickers 

The sane being short quotations from 
' Our Dear Heavenly Father," "Our Bless- 
. d Sartor," "Beslem's Ass," "Mary Christ", 
Our rriand, the DeriV and other person- 
Bges of sacred memory. 

Tliese are suitable for sticking on church 
doors, and other objects where they will do 
the most good In spreading the "glad tid- 
ings of grea joy." 
Cntll April I, 1909. address— 

FRANKLIN HBALD, 

Clrclevllle. Ohio. 



Do You Believe 

That We Humans are as Important as 

Pigs, Potatoes and Pups? 

no you believe thit we "grows ups.' 
and evee the Children, should know as 
nnuh Dl*OUl mitFelM-- a? We know about 
Fish?', PI iw. r- nn ' Fine- 7 

Do ynti better* in Better Ftogeny, a More 
Bievated Race any war i 

If se rend LSI for a year's subscription 
to the American Journal of Eugenics, and 

be m the Van of Human Progress. 

Pabllshed ninn'hly a' 619 South Main 
St.. I.os Angeles. California. IT. S. A. 
Samples ton et nts. Trial throe months, 
with pamphlet "Institutional Marriage," 30 
ci nts st imps. 



The Koly Bible 

In a Nutshell 



\ \. m Itiiiikb" show IBS. Bp the contradic- 
tions and fallacies of the Christian bible. 

Jus t he thing to pass around among 
;.our religion, friends to "Jarr their faith 
and di strojf their ROdwebS. Ready Soon. 
Cider Now! Single copy 10c. 3 for 25c, 15 
for $1.00. 

Address: J. FRAN'TZ, 
ITL'S Kills Street., San Francisco. Cal. 



HCOaTI seeds SUCCEED I 

SPECIAL OFFER: 

ij/ daiie tu lulld New Ku.ln. A M I will ' 
SO make >ou our pcrtaaueut cat — 

r piiie Collection 

* tl II • flit#« i Tur«l». 1 rnlm.d.1 . »-l.«. * t»« »»"•• 
II .J - 1 I iirlf r.«..w..l»« kalb— hi Yanrllrl ID *U. 

a . • i - i» .<> I'l l v-K. 
Write to-day; Mention th!s Paper. 

SEND 10 CENTS 

■ toHW I'Mli '.nli' I .M r«c«lv« tltU vuluaM* 
1 , ,. , ' . . •-. I. I .-111 f w,«h IU) M< 

II ... ..' ' . I .:, I e.t I'..".-. 

• ■ mm 

■ a' i 



lfl BLUE GRASS BLADE. 

Bound Volume of The Blade 



FROM 



JANUARY 19 TO DECEMBER 27, 1908 

$3.50 

■MMBMIIHCOMIMaMHI 

Worthy a Place in Every American Library 

Only a limited number can be had, and 5uch orders as are first received will 
be first served. No copy will be bound, except upon special order previously 
made. Order now. 



PLENDID PREMIUM OFFER 



Send us 15 paid yearly subscribers and The Blade will present you with one 
of the bound volumes above mentioned. The only conditions are that the sub- 
scriptions must be new, paid in one remittance, and reach this office by Decem- 
ber LJ908. The full name of the person to whom it is to be sent will be printed 
on outside of cover. The volume will be handsomely bound. 

Fifteen New Subscribers Sixty Days to Work In 

! Single Volumes on Special Order, $3 5Q 

This bound volume will include all issues since the 
change in form up to the last issue of the present year. 

Pictures and biographical sketches of the Freethinkers given in this 
volume are alone worth the price asked. 

PREMIUM OFFER GOOD UNTIL DECEMBER 1, 1908. 



